
 

 

 

 

Leaving no one behind: Opportunities and challenges for promoting rural 
women’s empowerment in the ECA in sustainable food system 

CONCEPT NOTE  

 

Background and rationale 

 

Rural women play critical roles in sustainable food systems, natural resource management, nutrition 
and building climate resilience. Supporting rural women’s activities cuts across the 2030 Agenda, 
implicating such goals as addressing power imbalance in food chains, ending poverty and 
acknowledging women’s role in food security and nutrition, empowering all women and girls, 
reducing inequalities within countries. Despite progress towards achieving gender equality in the 
region, policies, strategies, and programmes often lack measures tailored to support rural women's 
advancement. Moreover, the COVID-19 pandemic and now the escalation of conflict in Ukraine, 
accompanied by a massive displacement, are severely impacting agriculture-based livelihoods and 
food security across the region, threatening to impact the advances towards reaching SDGs and rural 
women’s empowerment.  



In this context, there is a need for the understanding and broader awareness of the implications of 
the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other People Working in Rural Areas 
(UNDROP) for promoting the recognition and protection of rural women's rights, and policy dialogue 
on successes and challenges towards achieving SDGs 5, as well as SDGs 2, 4, 15, 17. It is important to 
recognize the role women are playing not only in post-pandemic recovery efforts but also as leaders 
of the humanitarian response. The side event aims to bring grassroots perspectives of diverse rural 
women from the ECA region.  

The side event will review approaches that facilitate rural women’s access to land and other 
productive resources,  and expand their opportunities for decent jobs and reduced time poverty.  

 

 

Session objectives and expected outcomes 

 

The discussion aims to exchange promising practices and lessons learned in addressing gender 
inequalities from the initiatives in the rural areas of the region and highlight new challenges. The 
side-event will inform FAO, CSOs and other partners’ advocacy, policy, and capacity-building efforts.  
The event will bring together the representatives of governments, civil society, farmers, 
farmworkers, and academia.  Focusing on grassroots voices, the discussion will inform the 
participants on the following questions:  

- What is the role played by women, and women’s organizations, in developing sustainable food 
systems at a local level, and what challenges and opportunities do they encounter? 

- What are effective policies and programmes to support the empowerment of diverse rural women 
and girls and facilitate the progress towards achieving SDGs?   

- How do governments promote rural women’s empowerment as part of the COVID-19 recovery 
process (and other crises)?  What are the remaining and new challenges? 

- What are the implications of UNDROP and SDGs in facilitating policy dialogue for advancing the 
status of rural women in the situation of ever-growing uncertainty? 

These discussions also will inform the agenda of an upcoming side-event during the FAO Regional 
Conference for Europe. 

 

 

Organizers 

 

Lead organizers: FAO, Schola Campesina Aps 

Focal points: Anna Jenderedjian /Caroline Ledant   

E-Mail: anna.jenderedjian@fao.org  caroline.ledant@scholacampesina.org  

 



Agenda and Structure

Date: 17:15 – 18:30 Geneva time, 7 April 2022 

17:15 – 17:20: Welcome, Moderators: Andrea Ferrante, Schola Campesina Aps, Mariam Jorjadze 
Elkana 

17:20 – 17:25: Opening remarks,  Raimund Jehle, FAO Regional Programme Leader for Europe and 
Central Asia  

17:25 – 18:05: Panel discussion:  each of the panellists responds to a question posed by the 
moderators 

• Dr. Irina Ghaplanyan, Senior Advisor on Climate Change to the World Bank Group, fr. Deputy 
Minister of Environment of the Republic of Armenia 

• Dr. Valentina Bodrug-Lungu, Gender Centru, Moldovan State University, the Republic of 
Moldova

• Luda Manuilova, farmer and entrepreneur, Georgia

• Gulbahor Mahkamova, National Association of Business Women of Tajikistan, the Republic of 
Tajikistan

• Aida Jamangulova, Agency of Development Initiatives/Women Network for Agroecology in 
Central Asia, the Kyrgyz Republic

• Ramona Duminicioiu, Eco Ruralis, Romania

18:05 – 18:25:  Questions and answers 

18:25 – 18:30: Conclusion,  Moderators: Andrea Ferrante, Schola Campesina Aps, Mariam Jorjadze, 
Elkana 

List of Panellists

Moderators:  Andrea Ferrante, Schola Campesina Aps / Mariam Jorjadze, Elkana 

Panellists :  

• Ramona Duminicioiu, Eco Ruralis, Romania

• Dr. Valentina Bodrug-Lungu, Gender Centru, the Republic of Moldova

• Dr. Irina Ghaplanyan, Senior Advisor on Climate Change to the World Bank Group,  fr. Deputy
Minister of Environment, Armenia (TBC)

• Aida Jamangulova, Alternative Development Initiatives/Women Network for Agroecology in
Central Asia, the Kyrgyz Republic



• Gulbahor Mahkamova, National Association of Business Women of Tajikistan, the Republic of 
Tajikistan 
 

• Luda Manuilova, farmer and entrepreneur, Georgia 


