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Outline

Setting the scene: Agenda 2030 at the halfway point. What has changed since 2019 GSDR? What are the latest scientific 
findings on the SDGs?

• Context: Covid-19 pandemic, Inequality, Conflict and security, Climate targets

• Uptake by actors and political impact of SDGs 

• New and emerging issues?

The 2023 GSDR process and preliminary framework

• Focus on acceleration and transformation

• Focus on concrete tools

• Focus on the science-policy-society interface

Invitation to contribute!



Where were we in 2019?

Effect on SDG progress?

• Covid-19 pandemic

• Changing inequalities

• Conflict 

• Long-term climate change targets

• Technology and digitalization

• Misinformation and trust



Hughes et al. 2021; IEA 2022 Global Energy Review

Impacts of COVID on 
global progress towards 

SDG targets (% of 
countries reaching the 

target value by 2030)

Global poverty headcount under different scenarios 

Impact of the global Covid-19 pandemic?

Cumulative missing student-years globally, 
all education levels

Impact on global 
energy CO2 

emissions



Impact of inequality, as a goal and a means?



Moyer et al, 2019, Assessing the impact of the war in Yemen on achieving the SDGs

Impact of war and conflict on 
achieving the SDGs?



In less than a year, long-term net zero climate targets have become the norm 
for countries, and many cities, regions and companies also set targets. 

Impact of long-term climate commitments?



Uptake of SDGs by actors and political impact

• Growing awareness among general public

• Research on SDGs has increased 10-fold since 2015

• Impact on governance and policy: a discursive effect, but not strong normative or 

institutional effect (Biermann et al., 2022)



Many science-based tools on SDG interlinkages and 
transformation pathways

Allen. 2021. Priorities for science to support national implementation of the SDGs



Emerging issues?

Demands for accountability

New approaches to intergenerational 

equity

Nexus of green jobs (SDG13), decent 

work (SDG8), youth unemployment, 

‘future of work’ (SDG9)



The 2023 GSDR process 
and preliminary 
framework



Steps towards the next GSDR

2021

• Virtual work on new
evidence & the
impacts of COVID-19

• 1st Member States 
briefing at HLPF

• Call for inputs

2022

• Writing process ongoing
• Global & regional 

consultations
• 2nd Member States briefing

at HLPF
• IGS members present

ongoing work and questions
at conferences and meetings

2023

• Advanced draft
for comments

• Finalizing the 
GSDR

• Presentation to 
Heads of 
Government at 
UNGA



Global Sustainable Development Report 2023

Review and provide pathways to achieve SDGs

Chapters

1. Setting the stage: Status of SDG progress

2. Accelerating transformations towards the SDGs

3. Tools for sustainable development

4. Science, policy and society for SDGs



IGS. 2019. Global Sustainable Development Report.



towards the SDGs



Food and Land Use 
Coalition, 2021, 
Accelerating the 10 
Critical Transitions: 
Positive Tipping Points 
for Food and Land Use 
Systems 
Transformation



Food and Land 
Use Coalition, 
2021, Accelerating 
the 10 Critical 
Transitions: 
Positive Tipping 
Points for Food 
and Land Use 
Systems 
Transformation



Chapter 3. Tools for sustainability transformations

EXAMPLE

Sustainable and just economies, through

i) Supply chain management

• Companies: corporate governance and due diligence 

regulations; voluntary supply chain management; disclosure 

regulations

• International certificate schemes



Chapter 4. Science-policy-society for SDGs

• Not just science to policy, but co-development

• Science-policy-society – focus on policy in 

practice; and science in society

• Guidance and roadmaps for using science, 

technology and innovation for SDGs is growing

• Inequality in research and development impedes 

the use of science to inform policy



Thank you & Invitation to contribute!

https://www.we-do-change.org/gsdr-questionnaire


