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SIDE EVENT CONCEPT NOTE

Event title

From planning to implementation, how to localise SDGs in times of crisis?

Background and Rationale

As the level of government closest to the citizens, local and regional governments need to
rapidly adapt to respond to the most pressing needs in times of crises. The session will discuss
the barriers faced by local and regional governments when localising the SDGs during time of
crisis. The use of online tools such as the Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities have
been used by local and regional governments to re-include SDGs in their long-term local
strategies, ensuring that the goals of the 2030 Agenda will be met towards more sustainable
and resilient cities for the future.

The session will also explore the report “European Territories Localise the SDGs | Making this
the Decade of Action” published by the Council of European Municipalities and Regions-
PLATFORMA (https://local-sdgs.eu/), on how and to what extent associations and networks of
local and regional governments have been involved in the localisation of the SDGs, both in
Europe and with their global peers, and in particular during the COVID-19 pandemic, as well
as other materials produced to analyse how local and regional governments are implementing
SDGs through their local strategies.

Session objectives and expected outcomes

The objective of the session is to analyse how local and regional authorities have managed to
maintain the SDGs as a strategic framework while also responding to other pressing priorities.
We will discuss the challenges, benefits and principal ways for partnerships and cooperation
to manage the interlinkages, synergies and integrated approach promoted by the SDGs.

In order to reach the targets set up in the 2030 Agenda, the session will contribute to helping
cities to better include SDGs in their local strategies, provide guidance on how local and
regional authorities remain driven by the 2030 Agenda, as well as exchanging knowledge and
good practices between speakers and the audience.

Localising global agendas has never been more important than today. Localisation of the
SDGs can guide, support and accelerate local and regional development, and international
cooperation can contribute to a wider exchange of knowledge, and identify transferable best
practices across European and global networks of cities and regions. We need to ensure
adequate support to local and regional governments, as they are key to ensure that the goals
of the 2030 Agenda will be met.
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Lead organizers: CEMR
Contributors: PLATFORMA

Agenda and Structure

March 28" — 2:30-3:30 pm

5 minutes Introduction
15 minutes Localising SDGs with The Reference Framework for Sustainable Cities
online tool.

10 minutes Voice to the cities: the Global Goals 4 Cities Network

20 minutes Roundtable

What are the biggest challenges when it comes to including the
SDGs in local strategies?

What kind of support do local (and regional) governments need to
ensure reaching the targets of the 2030 Agenda?

5 minutes Closing remarks

List of Panellists

e Bruno Bessis, conseiller, Ministére de la Transition écologique et de la cohésion des
territoires, France

e Stina Heikkild, former Lead expert of the URBACT Global Goals for Cities network

¢ Michal Chovanec, Mayor of Bacuch, Slovakia

¢ Eva Bafos de Guisasola, Adviser — Global agendas, Sustainable Development Goals
and Climate, CEMR-PLATFORMA

e Pedro Bizarro, Project Lead, CEMR
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Sign-up / Registration Link

Link to register to the event

Link to connect to the event


https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1DMdqkmTQ-aDORPGq3caKrra1u-tKByJz1Ir0GgGf5xY/edit
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81418818153?pwd=QXBhZVNGUW9KM0JJdVJYRytiWHZ2UT09
https://local-sdgs.eu/

