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SIDE EVENT CONCEPT NOTE

Event title

Progress and Pushbacks on Promoting the SDGs in the United States through Localized Policy and
Partnerships

Background and Rationale

The United States must take concrete actions to adopt and accelerate the UN Sustainable
Development Goals as an American policy. Americans think the federal government holds
responsibility for implementing SDGs, however, all sectors have a role to play including
corporations and individuals. According to the 2022 Social Progress Index, the U.S. has been
stagnating in social progress since 2011 and actively sliding backward on targets since 2017,
which is impacting American youth and putting at risk future generations. 2023 marked the
midpoint on the SDGs and the U.S. has yet to deliver its first Voluntary National Review to the UN.
A growing impetus from American supporters of the SDGs reflect the need to demonstrate high-
level political commitment to the SDGs. Cities, local institutions, and communities have taken
the lead by focusing on localization and implementation of the SDGs through Voluntary Local
Reviews, academic curriculums, implementation of regenerative sustainability strategies,
business innovations and more. The SDGs have the potential to serve as a master key for
unlocking interdisciplinary and intersectional cooperation to tackle major issues the country
faces today. Efforts on localization of the SDGs are being led by local entities but more is needed.
An emphasis to strengthen capacity in institutionalizing and expanding support for committing
the U.S. to the SDGs is decisive to achieve the 2030 Agenda. This session will highlight
experiences about making progress as well as lessons learned in the pursuit of localizing the
SDGs through partnerships and to spur action for a strong political commitment on behalf of the

U.S. federal government to achieving the SDGs.
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Session objectives and expected outcomes

Objective: Assess progress and challenges advancing the SDGs in the U.S.
Outcome: Recommendations and course of action for localizing the SDGs
Objective: Examine youth leadership within the context of the Summit of the Future
Outcome: Catalyse youth as drivers for SDG action

Objective: Explore/showcase a regenerative sustainability sandbox approach and SDGs best
practices at the local level

Outcome: Planet Positive 2030 Miami

Organizers

Lead organizers: Scarlett Lanzas, Founder & CEO - Accountable Impact
Contributors: Rachel Svetanoff, Co-Founder - Global Futurist Initiative
Focal points: Scarlett Lanzas

E-Mail: scarlett@accountableimpact.org

Agenda and Structure

4:00pm Welcome remarks, and context setting Scarlett Lanzas
4:10pm Brief presentations
4:20pm Panel discussion Moderated by Scarlett Lanzas

Caroline Kleinfox — UN Foundation

Rachel Svetanoff — Global Futurist Initiative

John C. Havens - IEEE Planet Positive 2030
4:50pm Q&A

5:00pm Closing remarks & call to action Scarlett Lanzas
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List of Panellists

Scarlett Lanzas — Accountable Impact
Caroline Kleinfox — UN Foundation
Rachel Svetanoff — Global Futurist Initiative

John C. Havens - Author, Heartificial Intelligence

Sign-up / Registration Link

Eventbrite



https://www.eventbrite.com/e/progress-pushback-promoting-the-sdgs-in-the-us-thru-policy-partnerships-tickets-849169688397?aff=oddtdtcreator

